
Bonnie Lini Markowski 
Writing 105/106/107 
 
WRTG 106/107  
 
This course emphasizes rhetorical analysis, both textual and visual, academic 
arguments, research and MLA Style documentation. Students develop critical thinking 
skills that form the basis for academic analysis and the synthesis of original ideas. As 
critical thinkers, they will be asked to re-examine their perspectives on complex social 
issues and academic questions one of those issues being sustainability. The ability to 
express ideas verbally and at times visually and engage in discussions, even 
confrontations with others in class, is a necessary precursor to the ability to express 
those ideas in clear, coherent and well-organized writing and projects. The most 
important goal of this course is to help students learn to ask and answer challenging 
questions. In doing so, they will discover their voices and learn to use it effectively in 
order to contribute to the academic community and world in which they live. (Eloquencia 
Perfecta—an Ignation ideal).  
 
Rachel Carson’s “Silent Spring” will be used as a model for Rhetorical Analysis via the 
Lester Faigley text, Good Reasons. It is the hope of the instructor that using this model, 
students will be encouraged to find articles about sustainability to analyze or to research 
a controversial issue within the sustainability topic to write their major project-a 8-10 
page Research Argument. 
 
Images from last years Sustainability Workshop will be used to model Visual Rhetoric. 
We will discuss how the images differ, how people may react to each version and why 
and decide which image students find more effective. 
 
Future use: Pecha Kucha. Pecha Kucha Night was devised in Tokyo in February 2003 as 

an event for young designers to meet, network, and show their work in public. 

It has turned into a massive celebration, with events happening in hundreds of cities 

around the world, inspiring creative worldwide. Drawing its name from the Japanese term 

for the sound of "chit chat", it rests on a presentation format that is based on a simple 

idea: 20 images x 20 seconds. It's a format that makes presentations concise, and keeps 

things moving at a rapid pace. http://www.pecha-kucha.org/ 

 
 
Writing 105 
 
This course emphasizes the basic problems and concerns of freshman writers. We will 

work on concepts needed to develop as strong writers such as writing as a process, 

summary, response, revision, editing, basics of sentence structure, grammar and 

punctuation and their roles in creating strong, clear writing. In WRTG 105 students 

develop critical thinking skills that form the basis for academic analysis and the synthesis 

of original ideas. To be successful in this course, students must engage in open and frank 

discussions (both oral and electronic). The ability to express ideas verbally and engage in 

discussions, even confrontations with others in class, is a necessary precursor to the 

ability to express those ideas in clear, coherent and well-organized writing. As critical 
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thinkers, you may be asked to re-examine your perspectives on complex social issues and 

academic questions. your written voice and learn to use it effectively in order to 

contribute to the academic community and world in which you live. 

 

Students will be asked to summarize and respond to articles under the umbrella of 

Sustainability.  Students will be asked to write a Surprising and Informative essay, which, 

hopefully, will spring from the previous articles used for summary and strong response. 

 
 


